 MORGAN TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS

P.O. BOX 3 THIRD STREET

MATHER, PA  15346

MINUTES, Meeting, May 9, 2023
CALL TO ORDER:  At 4:00 p.m. Jeff Sholtis, Chairman, called the regular monthly meeting of the Morgan Township Supervisors to order in the municipal office building located at 1019 Third Street Extension, Mather, Greene County, Pennsylvania.  The meeting opened with the pledge to the flag.
ROLL CALL: Supervisors Jeff Sholtis, Shirl Barnhart and Erik Mullen were present.  Also attending the meeting was Stacy Sholtis, Jack Snyder, Rochelle and Philip Zebro, Diane Tedrow, David Saunders, Cheryl Semonick, Mitchell Ring, Sandy Kibler, Joy Milliken, Susan Nelson, Connie Lemley, Kelly Pears, Michelle and Dave Harshman, Steve Lee, Ruth Fox, Tom Goughenour, township representative on Lower Ten Mile Sewer Authority Board, Solicitor Dennis Makel and Secretary/Treasurer Relda Litten.
APPROVE MINUTES:  A motion was made by Mr. Barnhart, seconded by Mr. Mullen            to approve the minutes of the April 2, 2024 meeting and the motion carried with all in favor.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Mr. Snyder asked about the sewage extension past his house on Center School Road and the project to restore the Reservoir. The township received information from Lower Ten Mile regarding the extension that includes a $500,000 grant, but $160,000 more is needed for the project so another grant has been applied for. They have reached out to the county for help as well.  
The Reservoir is now almost 80% filled with silt and the concrete spillway is broken.  Jeremy Kelly from the county said to sideline the project now.  
Mr. Ring gave a copy of a letter he has send to Lower Ten Mile regarding several residents having septic system problems.  
Michelle Harshman wanted to follow up on her written complaints regarding houses on First Street in Mather.  The Code Officer could not attend the meeting but he has filed notices to the home owners she complained about.  She also mentioned that the ditch at the bottom of First Street at 136 is plugged up.  Mr. Mullen stated the township has not been in town yet to clean ditches but will check it out then.
Ms. Pears would like something put at the end of First Street and Short Street in Mather to let people know there is a sharp turn there.  She also has sewage issues as well. 
Mr. Goughenour spoke about Lower Ten Mile jetting the lines on First and Second Streets and now they will get a camera and have portable flow meters to try to find out the problems.  He also stated the purchase of the Dry Tavern Sewer by Lower Ten Mile is a good deal and would like the township to vote to approve it.

Mr. Saunders would like to know when the ordinances will be online. He stated a lot of people do not know the ordinances nor do they know what days and what they can burn as well.  The township is going to have someone help them do a web page.  
Ms. Zebro spoke about Mather being disgusting with junk and high grass.  Mr. Barnhart stated the township has the Code Officer work on written complaints and mentioned once it goes to a hearing in front of the Magistrate, many have been continued again and again and that the process is slow. 
Ms. Fox and Ms. Lemley stated that there has been a lot of burning going on at all times and a house on Seventh Street has a lot of junk.  The secretary passed out complaint forms for the residents to fill out and return to the Code Officer.

Mr. Lee mentioned he is still making progress on his cars.
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REPORTS:  Roadmasters:  Mr. Sholtis gave the report for the month.  The township has been 

clearing the roads from the heavy rains. They have worked on the Beagle Club Road, filled in pot holes and put 100 ton of gabion in ditches and culverts.  Middletown Tractor has been here to check out an issue with the mower. They have replaced some signs on Bowser Road and Sixth Street has a stop sign replaced as well.  A culvert pipe on Mine Road was washed out, Mather has had cold patching done and millings have been placed on Neroni’s Road. Grass is continuing to be cut, the water at the park is turned on, the roads have all been swept, trees have been removed and the slip at Pollock’s Mill has been fixed.  Two benches at the dugout have been replaced, White’s Road had a culvert issue taken care of, snow equipment has been taken off the trucks, and they are now ready for ditch cleaning. The slip at Craynes Road will be fixed by EQT who has bonded the road then it will be oiled and chipped.  The bridge on Center School Road will be replaced.  The sewage had backed up in Mather and found that the 6” line where it flows it adequate.  They discovered there was no cover on one manhole and another one had the cover off. And Kennel Road had a drainage problem that was fixed.
Legal:  Mr. Makel stated the hearing for the Yocobet case is continued for another 30 more days.
Code Officer:  Mr. Gordon could not make the meeting but Mr. Barnhart read his report.  He has six ongoing complaints, filed three citations, investigated four complaints and sent out three notices. 
ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS AND LOT SPLITS: None
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  Mr. Barnhart said the letter he received from Mr. Ring will be kept on file.
NEW BUSINESS:  A discussion was held on Lower Ten Mile purchasing Dry Tavern Sewer.  Mr. Sholtis stated he had attended the meeting at the Legion discussing that and the residents of our township objected to the purchase so a motion was made by Mr. Barnhart, seconded by Mr. Mullen to not approve the acquisition and the motion carried with all in favor.
A discussion was held on donating money to the Jefferson Volunteer Fire Company to purchase new gear from All American at a price of $84,294.07.  A motion was made by Mr. Barnhart, seconded by Mr. Mullen to contribute $20,000 to the cost and the motion carried with all in favor.
BILLS AND PAYROLL:   A motion was made by Mr. Mullen and seconded by Mr. Barnhart      to pay all the bills for the month of May.  All in favor, motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None
ADJOURNMENT:  Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:38 p. m.
____________________________

By:  Relda K. Litten, Secretary/Treasurer

